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Paper Is an everyday and commonplace material which can easily be seen just as a
surface to make marks on. Paper comes in so many varieties, from lacy doilies to
corrugated cardboard, to delicate hand-pressed papers. Paper is so much more than
A4 photocopying paper! We can think differently about paper, and how it can be a
material to investigate in both two and three dimensions; for example, how it can be
folded, torn, layered or cut, and how It absorbs liquid materials like ink or
watercolours. When children explore paper, they see the many possibilities it affords,
some of which may seem unconventional to us well-meaning adults. We can also
Introduce other materials such as light from a torch or LED lamp to transform the
paper once again, creating shadow forms or colour transformations. It means that as
educators we too have to expand our thinking with both paper and light. This resource
will provide you with many contexts for doing just that. Enjoy!

Debi Keyte-Hartland

The language of light and paper

Rip, tear, cut out, cut through, cut round, crumple, crush,
crease, arrange, fold, layer, waft, kick, wet, pierce, punch, roll,
Illuminate, cast, flicker, shadow, project, ambience, reflect,
refract, diffract, glow, glimmer, shimmer, fluoresce, filter,
shine, holographic, texture, transparent, translucent, opague



. Becoming pedagogically active

“What if we collected paper and cardboard from our everyday life? What
possibilities might this offer?”

Goodsir and Liljegren (2024)

We invite you think differently about paper Being pedagogically active

and how it can be encountered with light: * Notice and attune yourself to how children

explore both the paper and the effects of the

. E_xplo.re the propert_ies and affprdances of a light on paper
diversity of papers, just stay with paper and see - Engage with their ideas and meaning making
how children bend and push its limits as they as they make discoveries and express ideas
play and discover what it can be and do (and possibilities)

* Curate and present paper in abundance and in * Wonder alongside of them... | wonder what
different ways eg hanging from the ceiling, or as would happen...?
a carpet to crawl on or blanket to go under * Notice and be present, show value in what

- Light up and transform the paper, creating by €1 Elel Uil &5 vl e SinkElt sy Sel
shadow landscapes with torches, lamps, or * Provide opportunities for repeating and
projectors revisiting

* Make it a more social process - work on a
large scale so that children can collaborate

* Listen carefully to gain insights into their big
Ideas and meaning making

* Go deeper - do more - and again

Goodsir, K. & Liliegren, K. (2024) The Creative Collection. * Make collections of interesting papers and
Learn more at thecreativecollection.org card and engage children and families in

collecting it too

* Experiment with what can be found in the home
and setting eg paper packaging, boxes,
containers, tubes, and paper bags - move
beyond A4 paper!



https://www.thecreativecollection.org/paper

. Materials and tools

Be resourceful, sustainable, recycle and re-use Tools

« Tear and fold with fingers
 Scissors - straight edge and fancy
* Hole punches, paper punches

 Pattern cutting wheels and chenille needles (for
pricking small holes)

 LED torches

 Positional LED lamps (either standard lamps or
clip on lamps)

- Data projector to project images or moving films

Packaging materials offer a variety of
textures and weights. Some like the hive
packaging (top left) create fantastic
shadows when used with a light source.
Holes can be made in paper with blunt
chenille needles, biro pens, and paper
tracing wheels (bottom right).




. Interactions and possible questions

In search of paper,
light, and its stories....

* Do you like this
paper?

* | wonder, what
do you feel

when you feel
it?

* | wonder, how
could you
change this
paper? What
could you do
with it?

* Which papers
would become
more beautiful
with the light?

Inside paper are stories to be found. In exploring the grammar of paper there are sensations to feel and
discover. When light encounters paper, stories can be told and possibilities for new stories can emerge and
become amplified further. Paper is a simple medium and has so many possibilities for the imagination and
bringing the ideas and stories of children to life. Try telling a simple story to your children and illustrating it

with simple shadow creatures.



. Thinking differently about paper

with all the materials

we offer to children
ourselves. In doing
SO, we can better
attune our strategies
of being with
children and
materials so that our
actions are not in
tension with those of
the children.”

Debi Keyte-Hartland

Thinking differently
means expanding how
we use paper with
children to engage with
Its architectural and
sculptural qualities as
well as combining it
with other materials
such as light.

Paper as a material of patterning
Paper as a material of building and
constructing

Paper as a material of textured
surfaces



. Thinking differently about light

/v

“ I“In the right light, at the
right time, everything is
extraordinary.”

Torches and everyday objects that are friends with light

Aaron Rose

There is magic everywhere A 4;////1
existing in the everyday and the " —
ordinary waiting to be discovered
by young children. We urge and
encourage you to perceive the
world as your children do - with Light transforms!
curiosity and energy. Even the
most mundane objects can
appear extraordinary.

With everyday kitchenware,

Children are receptive to beauty - .
and the potential of the world all simple torches or clip on LED

around us in how they encounter  12MPs, light can be utilised in
and transform it. Children creative and imaginative

approach the world with wonder ways to explore concepts of

and we can see that wonder too : .
by attuning and being present, pattern, size, distance,

and joining in with flow and transparency and more.
creativity.
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. Indicators of creativity

“Creativity involves l”plal T ORS 0"' CREI' T ll” Ty

breaking out of A\ .

established patterns in N o)
: : WITH EXPLORING IDEAS
order to look at things in a ;"ans's””g”" NG
H 79
different way e Fhat=emeon
Edward de Bono What else? meaningful to them
. . " \ g & ~
Sometimes, it can be very difficult to
pin down what creativity is. It is f \ f N\
quite elusive. Creativity is not the IMAGINING OR R mm i
same as being expressive in the VISUALISING REVIEWI
arts yet often they are conflated as ”G'
the same. Here are some indicators OPTIONS EVA!I(AHNG
of creativity which we hope you can Activity, approaches,
use to spot your children’s creativity =~ N——— \Strategies J
in action. N\ ﬁ___\
Creativity can best be described as >
a series of connected thinking g".”z’o”f”m'mvs PLANNING AND
process which leads to an outcome ”G THINGS MAKING DECISIONS
of some kind. e task, solve problemns
The outcome has characteristics of | F G each goals )
bei iginal to its thinker —
eing original or new to its thinker
it does not need to be a “thing” such ( \
as a painting or model but can be ) h )
an idea about how to do something MAKING LINKS AND 2\ BUILDING IDEAS
differently or a connection made NOTICINGPAHIRNS PWICWIGW m
between one thing and another. Concepts, TESTING OUT THEIR Grouping,
experiences, sequencing,
Take time to observe your children’s Kmxgmories 5 IDEAS ca%se and gffect )
creative thinking.
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. Indicators for creativity

“Happiness lies in the joy
of achievement and the
thrill of creative effort.”

Franklin D. Roosevelt

Creativity doesn't happen within a
vacuum. It needs feeding,
inspiring, encouraging, and
feeling valued and wanted.

These indicators are for
educators to think about how they
enable and support children’s
creativity to occur, and relate to
pedagogy, practice, planning, and
provision.

Take a look at each section, one
by one, and think about and
reflect on how you activate and
generate these indicators and/or
conditions for your children’s
creativity. These indicators are
about creating the rich
foundations and fertile conditions
for children's creativity to emerge,
grow, evolve, and flourish.

INDICATORS FOR CREATIVITY

POINTS OF VIEW

RESOURCES REFLECT
COMMUNITY &
CULTURE

MATERIALS & )

N

PREDICTING AND )
TESTING OUT THEIR
IDEAS

\_ J

PEDAGOGY, PRACTICE, PLANNING & PROVISION ———

TIMEGIVENTO

EXPLORE BEFORE

CONNECTING TO
IDEAS & THINKING

- =

coRaTNG——

RESOURCES WITH
INTENTION AND/OR
ANTICIPATION OF

POSSIBILITY r

K_L\

WORKING THEORIES
ARE IDENTIFIED AND
EXPLORED

\_ J

CHILDREN EXPRESS
AND COMMUNICATE
THROUGH ART WITH
ATTUNED ADULTS |
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